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Ogdensburg joining mega-lawsuit to
hold drug companies accountable for
opioid crisis
By LARRY ROBINSON 
LROBINSON@OGD.COM
PUBLISHED: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27, 2019 AT 5:15 AM

OGDENSBURG — City Council unanimously

voted Monday to enter into an agreement with

the law �rm of Napoli Shkolnik, PLLC to

represent Ogdensburg in a coordinated legal

action by counties and cities against the

manufacturers and distributors of opioids.

The vote means the city is joining dozens of

other government jurisdictions across the state

in a bid to recoup money from the

pharmaceutical companies that many say are

responsible for the country’s continuing opioid

addiction problem.

Lawyers for Napoli Shkolnik, of New York City, are planning to argue in court that so-called “big

pharma” should shoulder the �nancial burden encumbered by counties, cities and other

municipalities that have been severely a�ected in recent years by spiking addiction levels.

Ogdensburg City Councilor Daniel E. Skamperle o�ered strong words of support for the lawsuit

at Monday’s meeting, saying it is his belief that the companies that created a new generation of

opioid pain relief medications in recent years should be held accountable for the lingering

damage caused by over prescribing the pills. He referred to a power point presentation provided

to council by the law �rm handling the suit.

“It mentions in the power point that the government itself allowed the companies to market

their product to citizens, to create the crisis, and then the same companies reveal they have an

antidote which they turn around and sell via taxpayer dollars to the government,” Mr. Skamperle

said. “I mean it is a terrible scam going on here and the taxpayers are paying the price. And the

government’s involved of course. How come there is nothing holding the government

accountable, right? They didn’t enforce the laws and then they had no standards for marketing

that enabled the companies to do this.”

Councilor David G. Price said he too supported joining the lawsuit, pointing out that the Narcan

and naloxone products now being used to reverse an opioid overdose, come at yet another

�nancial cost to local governments and �rst responders.

“In a lot of cases, the municipality is required to carry the Narcan and give it away free,” Mr. Price

said.
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Potsdam woman pleads not guilty to causing
2017 death of child

DRUGS
Mechanic Street raid in Ogdensburg results in

arrests of two alleged meth makers

Hogansburg man gets prison for drug
possession

Four plead not guilty to drug, weapon
possession in Ogdensburg

Four men — including one from Malone —
arrested on drug sale and possession charges

OPIOID CRISIS
County legislators hear from attorney on next

steps for opioid lawsuit

Local surgeon �ghts opioid crisis with fewer
prescriptions

Ogdensburg City Manager Sarah Purdy said she has spoken to the principal lawyers handling the

case, and said there is no cost to join the suit.

“Any costs will be paid for through settlement proceeds at the conclusion of the litigation,” Ms.

Purdy said.

Ms. Purdy said that speci�cally, the retainer agreement being entered into calls for 25 percent of

the gross proceeds to be allocated to the law �rm, and that there is no estimate at this time of

what the settlement proceeds might be. She said the �rst New York trial is scheduled for March

of 2020.

The resolution authorizing Ms. Purdy to sign the retainer agreement said in part that the

municipality’s decision to join the litigation is based on claims that opioid manufacturers and

distributors have violated state consumer protection acts and fair business practices, have

created a public nuisance, have been negligent in failing to report suspicious opioid orders and

have committed fraud.

“As a result, cities, counties and New York State spend millions of dollars each year to provide

and pay for health care and addiction treatment costs as well as criminal justice and

victimization costs,” the resolution says.

The gist of it

■ WHAT: Ogdensburg to join lawsuit against drug companies

■ WHY: To seek damages related to spiking opioid addictions

■ WHO: New York City �rm leading the charge against ‘big pharma’

■ MONEY: No cost for Ogdensburg to join the suit, amount of potential damages unknown

Watch Live Now
Watch Live Coverage! Today Online News
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Commenting rules:

1. Stick to the topic of the article/letter/editorial.
2. When responding to issues raised by other commenters, do not engage in personal attacks or name-calling.
3. Comments that include profanity/obscenities or are libelous in nature will be removed without warning.

Violators' commenting privileges may be revoked inde�nitely. By commenting you agree to our full Terms of Use.

Don't Waste $$$ On Pricey Teeth Whitening, Try This
Instead
This all new teeth whitening method is proven to work fast and
you can try it today, risk free.

Learn More
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